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As the cheerful  daffodi ls  give way to fragrant ir ises and the
gardens begin to grow green with the f irst  spr ing lettuces,  i t  is
t ime to start  preparing for the summer season!  
In addit ion to washing off  and instal l ing your window screens,
i t  is  also very important for heat pump owners to get their
heat pumps changed or cleaned at least twice a year .  A good
rule is  to do i t  once in the spr ing and again in the fal l .  Contact
your heat pump instal ler or your local  electr ic ian to discuss
how best to get this important task done.  
After the phenomenal success of the e-bike lending program
(shout out to our fearless leader Martha for al l  her hard work
on pul l ing i t  al l  together !) ,  we wanted to provide some options
for places to go,  e i ther v ia e-bike,  regular bike or walking,  to
get out and enjoy the spring weather in Hartford.  
In recognit ion of National Asian American and Pacif ic Is lander
Heritage Month,  Ashton Todd wrote a toughtful  piece on how
cl imate change and energy chal lenges are impact ing the
beautiful  is land nat ion.  
We hope you enjoy this edit ion of the HEC Herald!  I f  you want
to learn more about our work or how to get involved as a
commission member or volunteer ,  please emai l  us at
msmith@vermontlaw.edu.

Cheers !
Mol ly Smith -  Chair ,  Hartford Energy Commission 

TO ENSURE THAT ENERGY SUPPLIES WILL
BE RELIABLE, AFFORDABLE AND

ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND

INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF
ENERGY ISSUES 

PROMOTE LEAST COST PLANNING

PROMOTE THE DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL
RENEWABLE ENERGY RESOURCES

REDUCE ENERGY DEMANDS FOR
TRANSPORTATION

REDUCE THE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS ASSOCIATED WITH ENERGY

CONSUMPTION

REDUCE THE OVERALL ENERGY
CONSUMPTION WITHIN THE TOWN

TO SAVE FINANCIAL AND NATURAL
RESOURCES BY ENCOURAGING THE

CONSERVATION AND EFFICIENT USE OF
ENERGY IN THE TOWN AND REGION

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings!Our Goals:

Molly Smith -  Chair
 Frederick Randall  I I  -  Vice Chair

Erik Krauss
Martha McDaniel

Lynn Bohi
Ashton Todd

 



With the warmer weather here to stay, it’s time to start
thinking about outdoor activities! At the Hartford

Energy Commission, we are constantly thinking of
ways we can get around and enjoy all the wonderful
cultural, gastronomic and outdoor activities the town
of Hartford has to offer. Given we are in the field of
energy efficiency, we are also interested in ways we

can get to those activities by walking or biking. To help
you get around town in an efficient way, read on for a

selection of places in the Town of Hartford you can
get to via an easy walk or a gentle bike ride. As

always, when walking or biking around town, please
wear bright, reflective clothing and be mindful of car

traffic.

Livin' the Local Vida in Hartford

*All distances are measures from Hartford Town Hall. Locations outside of the Town of Hartford
excluded

*List is not comprehensive, but we did our best* 
 



 
0 to 1 miles from Town Hall (171 Bridge Street, White River Junction)

Good for walking, bike riding, e-bike riding, roller blading
 

Restaurants/Bars: 
Thyme (.3 miles)

Tuckerbox (.3 miles)
Big Fatty’s (.5 miles)

Trail Break Taps + Tacos (.4 miles)
Piecemeal Pies (.3 miles)

Juel Modern Apothecary (.3 miles)
The Filling Station (.4 miles)

C&S Pizza (.4 miles)
Ava’s Candy Corner (.5 miles)

Wolf Tree (.5 miles)
Elixir (.5 miles)

Phnom Penh Sandwich Station (.3 miles)
River Roost Brewery (.5 miles)

 
Theaters/art galleries/event venues:

Main Street Museum (.2 miles)
Northern Stage (.5 miles)

Briggs Opera House (.3 miles)
JAG Productions (.3 miles)

Long River Gallery LLC (.3 miles)
Fraglet’s Art (.3 miles)

 
Shops:

Oodles (.3 miles)
Morris Brother’s Mountain Bikes (300 feet)

POST (.5 miles)
Uncommon Home (.2 miles)

 
 
 



 
 

Shops cont. 
The Collection (.3 miles)

Scavenger Gallery (.3 miles)
Provisions International LTD (.4 miles)

Little Istanbul (.3 miles)
LISTEN Thrift Store (300 feet)
Co-op Food Stores (300 feet)

Revolution (.3 miles)
Sevca the Good Buy Store (.6 miles)
Fat Hat Clothing Company (.4 miles)

 
Parks/recreation areas: 

Watson Upper Valley Dog Park (.9 miles)
George Ratcliff Park (.8 miles)
Lyman Point Park (500 feet)

Plymouth Campground (1 mile)
 



1 to 10 miles from Town Hall (171 Bridge Street, White River Junction)
Good for bike riding, e-bike riding

 
Restaurants: 

Chef Brads Crazy Side (5.1 miles)
Taj-E India (1.6 miles)

Public House Diner (6.3 miles)
Pizza Chef of Quechee (6.6 miles)

Simon Pearce (6.7 miles)
Wicked Awesome BBQ (1.3 miles)

Skinny Pancake (7.9 miles)
 

Theaters/art galleries/event venues:
Quechee Balloon Rides (6.9 miles)

VINS Nature Center (7.6 miles)
 

Shops:
Vermont Antique Mall (6.3 miles) 

Quechee Gorge Gifts & Sportswear (6.3 miles)
Antiques Collaborative, INC (6.8 miles)

Quechee General Store – Cabot Station (6.3 miles)
Living the Dream Alpaca Farm (6.3 miles)

Anchini 802 (7.6 miles)
 

Parks/recreation areas: 
Hartford Town Forest (4.9 miles)

Kilowatt Park (1.9 miles)
Frost Park (300 feet)

Quechee State Park (7 miles)
Quechee/Pine Valley KOA Holiday (4.4 miles)

Quechee State Park Camping (6.4 miles)
Quechee Gorge Bridge (6.7 miles)
Quechee Green Park (6.9 miles)

 
 



From April 18th until May 8th, the Town of Hartford hosted four electric, or e-bikes
as part of a lending library program through LocalMotion in Burlington.

Participants signed up on the LocalMotion website to pick up the bikes form Town
Hall and had the bikes for up to three days. The bikes saw huge popularity, and
there was no trouble at all in filling all the rental slots. Users reported that the

bikes were very fun to ride, easy to use and charge and made the idea of
commuting to work via bicycle attractive. 

 
The E-bike lending program is part of an effort by the Hartford Energy

Commission to encourage Hartford residents to seek modes of transportation
other than gas-consuming vehicles for short to mid-distance trips. E-bikes are a

great solution to the issue, as they are very easy to use, require little physical
fitness to operate and environmentally more friendly than a conventional gas-

powered vehicle. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about e-bikes or purchasing a conversion
kit to turn your regular bicycle into an e-bike, check out the resources below. 

 
Omer and Bob's: http://www.omerandbobs.com/

LocalMotion: https://www.localmotion.org/
Vermont Bikes and Brew (e-bike rentals and purchase):

https://vtbikeandbrew.com/
 

E-Bike Lending Program Cycles
to Success  in Hartford 

Hartford Energy Commission member Lynn Bohi coaches an e-bike

lender on how to use the RadWagon electric bike



A Change of Climate for Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage
Month

By Ashton Todd

 
The debate on climate change right now probably seems to a lot of you to have reached
its dramatic apotheosis. The US has helped design one of the most rigorous global
contracts to slow down carbon emissions, but also pulled out with the next administration,
only to re-join with the current one. From a domestic policy perspective, we stand at the
precipice of an historical move to develop a green economy with jobs at its center, but the
chances of this passing without political vitriol are as slim as the ever-diminishing ice
sheets we’re so desperately trying to preserve. 

But since it’s Asian American and Pacific Islander Heritage Month, we at HEC thought it
important to remind you all that it’s not just the US in this fight, and that there are regions
far more vulnerable to climate change, some even upstaging our drama to make this
very worthy point.

It’s been more than a decade since the Maldivian President, Mohamed Nasheed, 11
ministers, the vice president and cabinet secretary, clad in black diving suits and masks,
dove into the crystalline waters beneath the $1,000-a-night tourist resorts that keep their
economy afloat to publicize their small country’s plight: no amount of caviar and
champagne will stop the water from rising, only international coordination and
commitment to structural change in energy policy can.

The Maldives current population is less than 400,000, but the challenges they face are the
same faced by far more populous countries sharing the Indian Ocean with them. Often
referred to as “ground zero for climate change,” Bangladesh ranked sixth on the 2018
Global Climate Risk Index, and for many Bangladeshis, particularly the rural communities
in low-lying coastal areas, those risks are already unmanageable. Riverbank erosion
displaces 50,000 to 200,000 people here each year, sending them to Dhaka, which has
become one of the world’s largest cities as well as one of the poorest.

The Bay of Bengal is basically a catcher’s mitt for the worst climatological weather in
history, and Bangladesh is right in the middle of the webbing. Go Google “worst cyclones
in history” and look at how many take place in roughly the same area. Maybe you don’t
think of the Bay of Bengal when you think of Asia, or Asian Americans for that matter.
Maybe it seems incredibly exotic and far away, but their problems are our problems. In
fact, it was none other than Trump’s Director of National Intelligence who reported that
climate-related hazards are the top threat to US national security in the years to come.

 
 



Here’s why: the standard thinking on the Syrian War is that it was the result of a
people yearning to free themselves from the yoke of an oppressive dictator. But if
this was the case, why did it only begin in 2011 then? Bashar Al-Assad had already
been President for a decade, his policies were relatively unchanged from those of
his father, who had ruled up until 2000. The real reason conflict broke out was
because the country had experienced 5 straight years of drought, the worst in
their history. It was only once Syrians started to starve that they asked for reform
and came up against a government purpose-built for stagnation. 

The results from this have been staggering. 5.6 million refugees have fled to the
prosperous West, forcing previously homogenous European countries to reckon
with their ideas of liberalism and inclusion. This influx has single-handedly given
cause to fledgling nationalist and supremacist parties to expand, because change
is always scary and revanchism can be comforting in times of change. The
population of Syria before the war was roughly 20 million. 
Bangladesh has 160 million, and is one of 9 South Asian countries believed to be
most vulnerable to climate change. 

Many Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders are not here as a result of catastrophic
climate events. They’re here for the same reason white Americans are, because at some
point their ancestors looked to this land and saw opportunity. Every part of the globe has
fed the American experiment and created a country that has been a force for
modernization to the nations they left behind. This modernization has largely been good.
It has demanded transparency and honesty from government, created platforms for
instant communication, and articulated the inherent value of equality. But this
modernization has also put an air conditioner in every window, a factory by every river
and a car in every driveway.

The things we celebrate that drive more to come here and add to our production
are the very things that are now necessitating them to come here, not because it’s
a golden opportunity, but because they have no choice. The American experiment
worked for the last 250 years because we could afford to change the directional
flow of rivers, dump our waste in other countries and sell them cheap hamburgers
to win them over. There was enough good earth still left over that it didn’t matter. 
The beauty, diversity and imagination of all those who call themselves Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders is a testament to the outcome of this strategy, but
it should also serve as a reminder that we need to change the idea of America
that we’re selling. That good earth is in short supply and the next generations of
AAPI are going to arrive here with far less. Let’s honor this heritage by making
good earth our diplomacy and provide The Maldives dry land to conduct their
cabinet meetings for centuries to come.

 




